
[image: image1.jpg]KVIS

EST. 1878




Nobody Owns Katonah!

Please support the Katonah Village Improvement Society’s efforts to prevent the name of our village from becoming a registered trademark of Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, Inc. 

Why is KVIS opposed to KATONAH becoming a registered trademark?

           

Katonah is a unique community with a rich, 160-year heritage and national recognition. We believe that any attempt to register the town’s name as a trademark demeans the spirit of the community. 

Established local businesses and Katonah’s future entrepreneurs ought to have an unimpeded right to use the village’s name to identify where their businesses are located. A registered trademark will restrict that privilege, granting Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia exclusive rights to the name as a brand for a wide range of home-décor goods. 

How would the trademark affect local businesses?

Not only will Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia’s intended lines of “Katonah” products cause confusion with established Katonah businesses dealing in similar goods, but a trademark registration could prevent local businesses from expanding into new product lines or geographic areas.  
How is this different from, for example, Nantucket Nectars?  

There are place names that are used in trademarks, like Nantucket Nectars.  But the trademark registration of Nantucket Nectars explicitly disclaims exclusive rights in the name Nantucket.  This means that other business can – and do – use the name Nantucket in their own beverage products.  We want to uphold this same right for businesses in Katonah, including both current businesses and future entrepreneurs.  The problem is that Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, a company based in New York City, is claiming exclusive rights to the name Katonah for furniture, paint and other household products.  
Where does the town of Bedford stand on the issue?

The town is opposed. Although not technically a party in the ongoing trademark proceeding, Bedford Town Supervisor Lee Roberts wrote a letter to the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office in April strongly objecting to registration of the name Katonah as a trademark of Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia.  

How will KVIS fight the trademark applications?

KVIS has filed a formal opposition to the trademark applications with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  We are fortunate that Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP has agreed to provide KVIS with pro-bono legal counsel.  However, there are still significant legal and organizational costs ahead.  

What can people do to help?

If you would like to help our efforts to block the trademark applications by Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, there are two things that you can do:

· Send a contribution made payable to KVIS:



Nobody Owns Katonah



Katonah Village Improvement Society



PO Box 263



Katonah, NY 10536

· Write a letter to your local or regional newspaper expressing your feelings on the subject.  In the Katonah area, letters can also be sent to: recordreview@optonline.net (The Bedford – Pound Ridge Record Review) and letters@lo-hud.com (The Journal News)  

Your support is greatly appreciated!

Every dollar received will go directly to cover the expenses of this campaign. Let’s work together to make sure that, indeed, Nobody Owns Katonah, and that our community’s identity remains fully available to those who live and work here.

Our people have lived and worked and struggled together for 160 years. Don’t let our community fall victim to corporate exploitation. 
www.kvis.us 
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